Election 2008 Scrapbook

2008 is an important year to Americans as well as the rest of the world.  It is the year in which Americans elect their presidential leader.  This year we will have several choices, but you will focus on the two major parties and their candidates.  It is important for all Americans to learn as much as possible about all candidates and the election process.  As future leaders and voters, it is imperative for you to study and understand the 2008 election.  

Basic Mechanics:

1. Your notebook should have a cover, title page, table of contents, divider pages between sections, and numbered pages.

2. Your notebook should include numerous pictures, drawing, charts, maps, etc.  The more you include the better the notebook will be.  

3. Your scrapbook must be in a 3-ring binder, with a minimum of 25 pages.

4. Most of the work done on this project will be done outside of class.  However, some Fridays will be set aside to work on the project.  Bring your notebook and research each Friday and be prepared to work on it.

5. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST WEEK TO START.

DUE DATE:  Friday, November 21, 2008

Instructions:  

Your notebook will be divided into 7 categories:

· The candidates

· Presidential duties

· Commentary

· Political Cartoons 

· Political Parties

· Electoral College 

· Election 2008 Outcome

1. The Candidate:  


This part should include information on the presidential and vice-presidential candidates.  Tell about their relevant experience, family, home state, and any other interesting information that you may find.  (Approx. 5 pages)

2. Political Parties:

There are two major parties.  This section should describe each party’s platform, the history and evolution of the party, the primaries, and conventions.  (Approx. 5 pages)

3. Presidential Duties:  

Describe the duties and responsibilities of the President.  Example:  Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.  (Approx. 2 pages)

4. Electoral College: 

The Electoral College is the body of people that officially vote for our President.  Explain the function, purpose and history of the Electoral College, argue its good and bad points with a conclusion focusing on why we should or should not change this system of electing our President (Approx. 3 pages)

5. Political Cartoons:

This section of the notebook should contain at least 6 political cartoons concerning the 2008 presidential campaign and/or its candidates.  Alongside each cartoon should be your analysis of the images and captions (use SOAPSS), interpretation of the message, and your expectation that it might have on the voters’ decision making process.  (Approx. 8 pages)

6. Commentary:

This will be a written essay (at least 300 words) on our interpretation of the election, the candidate you support and why you support him.

7. Election Outcome:

Identify which candidate won the election, and analyze why that candidate won.  This section must include color-coded electoral map, a tally of the popular vote, and distinctive demographic break-downs.  (Approx. 5 pages) 
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	CATEGORY 
	30-24 
	23-17 
	16-10 
	9-0 

	Basic Organization 
	Students Scrapbook has developed a cover page, title page, table of contents, divider pages between sections, and all pages are numbered accurately, and in a professional manner. 
	Students Scrapbook has developed a cover page, title page, table of contents, divider pages between sections, and all pages are numbered with few errors, and in a professional manner. 
	Students Scrapbook has developed most of the following: cover page, title page, table of contents, divider pages between sections, and all pages are numbered, errors are evident and gaps exist in professional appearance. 
	Students Scrapbook has developed few of the following: cover page, title page, table of contents, divider pages between sections, and all pages are numbered, many errors are evident and there is a lack of professional appearance. 

	Appropriate Visuals 
	Student has included political cartoons, convention pictures, newsworthy campaign images, and other relevant artifacts for all sections of the scrapbook. Images are displayed in a professional manner. 
	Student has included political cartoons, convention pictures, newsworthy campaign images, and other relevant artifacts for most sections of the scrapbook. Most images are displayed in a professional manner. 
	Student has included political cartoons, convention pictures, newsworthy campaign images, and other relevant artifacts for some sections of the scrapbook. Some images are displayed in a professional manner. 
	Student has included few political cartoons, convention pictures, newsworthy campaign images, and other relevant artifacts in few sections of the scrapbook. Images are displayed in an unprofessional manner. 

	Utilization of Class Time 
	Student makes full use of available class time, has needed materials to work on scrapbook, and is on task 90% of the time or more. 
	Student makes use of available class time, has needed materials to work on scrapbook, and is on task 80% of the time or more. 
	Student makes little use of available class time, has needed materials to work on scrapbook, and is on task 70% of the time or more. 
	Student makes no use of available class time, has needed materials to work on scrapbook, and is on task less than 60% of the time or more. 

	Scrapbook on Time 
	Student completes Scrapbook on time or early. 
	Student completes Scrapbook on time with less than 2 missing pieces that will be completed. 
	Student is late 1 class period and turns in an incomplete scrapbook.


	Student is late more than 1 class period and turns in an incomplete scrapbook or no scrapbook.




	Election 2008 Scrapbook-Content



	


	CATEGORY 
	30-24
	23-17
	16-10
	9-0 

	Candidates 
	Student identifies candidates and provides a through biography of each candidate. Biography includes all of the following: their experience in politics, family, home state, and other information relevant about the candidate. 
	Student identifies candidates and provides a biography of each candidate. Biography includes most of the following: their experience in politics, family, home state, and other information relevant about the candidate. 
	Student identifies candidates and provides a limited biography of each candidate. Biography includes at least two of the following: their experience in politics, family, home state, and other information relevant about the candidate. 
	Student identifies candidates and provides a very limited biography of each candidate or leaves one candidate out. Biography includes less than two of the following: their experience in politics, family, home state, and other information relevant about the candidate. 

	Presidential Duties 
	Student completely describes in at least 2 pages in detail the duties and responsibilities of the President (ex. commander in chief of military). Student also outlines where this is provided in the constitution. 
	Student describes in at least 2 pages and in some detail the duties and responsibilities of the President (ex. commander in chief of military). 
	Student describes most of the duties and responsibilities of the President (ex. commander in chief of military). 
	Student describes few of the duties and responsibilities of the President (ex. commander in chief of military). 

	Commentary 
	Student writes a well thought out 300 word or more essay on their interpretation of the election process, which candidate they support, and valid reasons for supporting them. 
	Student writes a well thought out essay on their interpretation of the election process, which candidate they support, and reasons for supporting them. 
	Student writes an essay on their interpretation of the election process, which candidate they support, and reasons for supporting them. 
	Student writes an essay on their interpretation of the election process, which candidate they support, and reasons for supporting them leaving out important reasons, or lacking them completely. 

	Political Parties 
	Student thoroughly defines the two major political parties, paying some attention to independent candidates. The following aspects of the parties are clearly defined: platform, history and evolution, primaries, and conventions. 
	Student defines the two major political parties. The following aspects of the parties are defined: platform, history and evolution, primaries, and conventions. 
	Student vaguely defines the two major political parties. Some of the following aspects of the parties are defined: platform, history and evolution, primaries, and conventions. 
	Student fails to define the two major political parties. Few of the following aspects of the parties are defined: platform, history and evolution, primaries, and conventions. 

	Election 2008 Outcome 
	Student identifies which candidate won the election, and analyzes each of the following: why the candidate won, includes a color-coded electoral map, tally of the popular vote, and distinctive demographic break-downs. 
	Student identifies which candidate won the election, and analyzes most of the following: why the candidate won, includes a color-coded electoral map, tally of the popular vote, and distinctive demographic break-downs. 
	Student identifies which candidate won the election, and analyzes some of the following: why the candidate won, includes a color-coded electoral map, tally of the popular vote, and distinctive demographic break-downs. 
	Student identifies which candidate won the election, and analyzes few or none of the following: why the candidate won, includes a color-coded electoral map, tally of the popular vote, and distinctive demographic break-downs. 

	Electoral College 
	Student explains in-depth the function, purpose and history of the Electoral College. Student also presents a good argument for and against the E.C, and gives a valid opinion on whether the college should still exist. Student shows complete understanding of the process. 
	Student explains function, purpose and history of the Electoral College. Student also presents a argument for and against the E.C, and gives a valid opinion on whether the college should still exist. Student shows understanding of the process. 
	Student explains some of the function, purpose and history of the Electoral College. Student presents little argument for and against the E.C, and gives an opinion on whether the college should still exist. Student shows limited understanding of the process. 
	Student explains little of the function, purpose and history of the Electoral College or is incorrect. Student also presents little or no argument for and against the E.C, and gives no opinion on whether the college should still exist. Student shows little or no understanding of the process. 


